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s For six 'fonths, a 13—year-old e
:specral educatmn student at a*
“Berlin Townshlp middle school _
‘was sub]ected to repeated emo-
‘tional, physical : and sexual as-"

‘saults by her peers, according 1o

@ 1awsuit -filed: earlier this-

) month agamst the townshlp'
*-_school district. - o7 o
*7' The lawsit, whi eeks e -

- specified compensatlon,' alleges

- that’ educators at the‘E1senhow- o

Her Middle Schiool Were aware of -
t failed to- pre- -

" “They kne
ated;” ‘said Cherry Hill: at- -
_jJarme Epstem, ‘whofiled”

‘onibehalf of the- gixl’s par-
'dent]ﬁe only-as “M.B.”

f-"ldentnﬁed
-over six months the 200506
‘school year” ‘until her parents
eventually were- forced to re-
‘move her from the d1str1ct ac-

by the lawstit 1]
had not, heard‘from’ “pal
‘in the: years since’ the girl, now;:

'd ; € d1 '

Y,
1eve1poss1ble, ﬁetze
b s_sment and bquymg com—

R Bet S W

d15tr1ct for seven years, sald he

. remember -some 'of .the. com:. *
ints" the siit be-"

" cause’ they were.

speak ' specﬁ‘mally about the

_complamts c1t1ng the ongomg .

T'htlgatlon o _
Epstem sald 1t’s not, uncom— :

eral years after. the a]leged nci-
- dents ocewred. .

“Accordingto thela U the .

Suit March 17" Supermr o

't-‘-The g1r1 o

“the school board. He declined to . -

- mon:for a: lawsuit to.be filed sev- '
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in Qctober 2005 when a
male member of the girl’s
special education class
fondled her at a school
dance. The gir]l had been
placed in the special edu-
cation class because of
“significarit learning disa-
bilities.” o
" Throughout the rest of
the month, the male stu-
dent, identified as “0.8.”
continued to inappropri-
ately touch the girl at
school, even after she com-
plained to three different
teachers and a counselor,
according to the lawsuit.
The following month,
things grew worse for the
girl when the male student
was given an in-school sus-
pension and his friends
joined in the bullying out

of retaliation, the suit al-
leges. As the bullying —
which included name call-
ing and sexual advances —
spread, the girl’s perfor-
mance in school dropped,
her teacher stopped pro-
viding her assistance in
class and even refused to

-let her speak with a coun-

selor, the suit alleges.

By December, the teen
had developed “significant
mental health disorders”
and fmally alerted her par-

ents to the sexual harass-

ment, according to the
court documents. The

. gir?’s father then met with

the school principal, the
girl's teacher and ancther

" staffer.

However, the suit goes
on to allege, the bullying

‘continued. The following

month the teen was at a

district basketball game

when two students ap-

proached her and one pull-
ed her pants down to her
knees in front of a large
crowed of spectators..
When the teen was told
to report the incident to

the school principal she -

mixed up which of the
boys pulled her pants
down and was subsequent-
1y suspended for four days
and instructed not to tell
anyone about the incident,
according to the lawsuit.
Over the next months the
bullying continued to esca-
late to the point where the

teen came home crying ev-

ery might.
On March 10, 2006, the

‘teen was at a school dance

when two other girls hand-

ed her a soda bottle that -

had been filled with alco-

hol, according to the law-

suit. Not realizing the bot-

tle contained alcohol, the
teen took a sip and was im-

-mediately confronted by

the school principal and a
chaperone.

The teen’s father was
eventually called and or-
dered to take the girl to the

hospital for a blood test, ac- -

cording to. the lawsuit.
Even though the test came
back negative for alcohol,
all three girls were sus-

pended for 10 days because
administrators were un-
able to determine who-

brought the alcohol to the

‘dance. o

. Thefirst day bf her sus-
pension, a voice mail was

.left at the schoeol saying

that the teen had commit-
ted suicide because of the

suspension, according to

the lawsuit. After deter-
mining the call was a false
report, the teen and her
parents were taken to the
township police -depart-
ment, where after being in-
terrogated by several offi-
cers her father confessed
to making the call.

-~ At that point, the girl

and another sibling were
removed from the district

.and placed in a private

school, according to the
lawsnit. - Co
. Because of the bullying,

. Epstein said the girl now

has “several disorders”

_and is receiving treatment.

. Epstein .said he. is.
awaiting a response from -

the district.

Reach George Mast at (856)
486-2465 at gmast@camden.gan-
nett.com ‘




